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“Holy Spirit Catholic School prepares 
each student  to be a participating 

Catholic 

in a safe learning community where 

academic excellence 

and spiritual development 

go hand in hand.” 

the excellent exam-
ple of older students, 
these little 7- and 8-
year-olds’ devotion 
was unmistakable as 
they led the school 
community’s weekly 
liturgy. 
    And now we wish 
our beloved Bishop 
Milone well  in his 
much deserved re-
tirement.  We thank 
him for his unswerv-
ing commitment to 
all Catholic schools in 

the diocese.  God bless you, 
Bishop Milone! 

During the offeratory children 
prayerfully sang “Standing in 
the Need of Prayer.”  Following 
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School and Great Falls High 
School students 
received her 
gift of teaching.  
In later years, 
always alert to 
those in need, 
she helped with 
t h e  A d u l t 
L i t e r a c y 
program and 
volunteered for 
M e a l s  o n 
Wheels.  A 

friend said, “She was always 
(Continued on page 3) 

P reparing and help-
ing lead the liturgy 

for their schoolmates 
is always a special 
occasion for students.  
Having Bishop Milone 
as the presider at a 
Holy Spirit liturgy 
makes it even more 
so.  At a recent mass 
before he retired, the 
second graders had 
conscientiously prac-
ticed the scripture 
readings and the 
prayers of the faithful.   

Guided by music teacher 
Mrs. Karlene Schraner, cantors 
had rehearsed their music.  

W here your treasure is, 
there your heart will be 

also.”   These are the words in 
Matthew’s gospel, Chapter 6, 
verse 21.   An observer follow-
ing Juanita and Ted Osbourn’s 
journey through life would see 
with crystal clarity that their 
hearts lay with the church, chil-
dren, and those in need.  Sit-
ting behind them at a Great 
Falls High School basketball 
game, other fans would join in  
their enthusiasm and high spir-
its.  Ted especially loved root-
ing for his team, and gave 

money gifts for their support. 

Juanita attended 
Catholic schools in Great 
Falls, graduating from 
St. Mary’s in 1940.  
Pursuing her dream of 
teaching, she attended 
what was then the 
College of Great Falls, 
receiving her degree in 
1947.  As time passed 
she worked at various 
jobs, but always 
returned to her true love, 
teaching.  C. M. Russell High 

S wing your partner, do-si-do!  
Allemande left and prome-

nade home!    These are the 
words that sang of fun for John 
and Margaret Wynn as they 
danced through a long life to-
gether. 

Before she promenaded 
home to be with God at the age 
of 92, Margaret bequeathed the 
remains of John’s and her life-
time accumulation of goods to 
causes that were important to 
them.  Round dancing and 
square dancing were but two of 
their passions.  The others 
were the church and their ca-

reers. 

Special friends of Marga-
ret came to know her after 
her husband died at the age 
of 88.  They spoke of Marga-
ret’s devout faith and her 
long-time membership in 
Holy Spirit Church and one of 
its predecessors, Holy Family 
Church.  She was born in 
North Dakota and raised in 
Outlook, Montana, just a few 
miles northwest of Plenty-
wood.  A desire to become a 
nurse brought her to Great 
Falls to attend nursing school 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

 

Our treasures, our hearts 

Dance of Life 



 

Page 2             "How much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"  Luke 11:13               Fall 2006        

Mathematics rules! 
M r. Jim Kunka, Holy Spirit 

math teacher, retired at 
the end of the 2005-2006 school 
year. 

He came to 
Holy Spirit in 1999 
because of his 
strong religious 
commitment to his 
Lord and Savior.  
He has been able to 
share this with his 
students and col-
leagues.  Numerous 
students  have 
benefited from his 
excellent teaching 
style that incorporates scripture, 
humor and excellent math in-
struction. 

 Mr. Kunka says, “I have a 
special profession that offers nine 
months of vacation experience 
and three months off.  My faith, 
my family and being a teacher 

are the main priorities in my 
life.”   

His career as a math teacher 
began in 1960.  Mr. 
Kunka has taught middle 
school, high school and 
college level classes in 
North Dakota, South Da-
kota, Idaho and Mon-
tana.  He’s coached stu-
dent mathematicians all 
the way to national finals 
comApetitions in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

At our last day of school 
mass in May, Holy Spirit 

students, faculty and parents 
honored Mr. Kunka who for 
forty-six years, like Jesus, called 
the children to come unto him.   

Mr. Kunka, you are loved, 
respected and will be forever 
remembered. 

Written with Roger Robbins 

Remembering Phil 

A  statue of Mary sur-
rounded by candles oc-

cupied the center of the 
school gym.  Students en-
tered quietly, rosaries en-
twined in their fingers, and 
formed a circle around Mary. 

Thus began a prayer ser-
vice held the morning after 
the news of Phil Procopio’s 
sudden death.  Mr. Robbins 
contrasted the morning’s 
gathering to the customary 
Monday morning assembly 
full of prayers, announce-
ments, and celebration of ath-
letic wins.  Instead, mourning 
the loss of our friend Phil was 
what brought us together that 
day.  We also celebrated his vi-
brant, exuberant life. 

In her remarks, Mimi Math-
son reminded us Phil was not 
only the life of the party, he was 
the party!  He was an ardent 
and enthusiastic supporter of 
Holy Spirit School, volunteering 
his services to coach, organize 
fundraisers, or any other task 

that needed to be done.  We’ll 
long remember his cheerful-
ness and good humor.  She 
asked us to remember his love 
of God, and his love for his 
family and friends. 

Finally, students, staff and 
parents prayed a decade of the 
rosary for Phil’s peace and his 
loved ones’ healing.  We closed 
with a life-affirming song, 
“Lord, I Lift Your Name on 
High.”  

The Dog Days of Third Grade 

J ag, special canine assistant to 
the governor, visited Holy 

Spirit in April.  Banished from the 
capitol for receiving more atten-
tion than the governor, Jag had 

set up residence back at the 
farm in February.  Jag’s plight 
drew sympathy from Holy Spirit 
third graders who sharpened 
their pencils and wrote cards to 
the governor on Jag’s behalf.   

Moved by the children’s 
heartfelt pleas, Governor 
Schweitzer relented and brought 
Jag back to the capitol where he 
now accompanies his master 
everywhere.  In gratitude the 
children once again wrote the 
governor, this time thanking him 
for returning Jag to his place of 
responsibility.   

Imagine their surprise when 
they were rewarded by a per-

sonal visit from Governor 
Schweitzer and Jag!  The gover-
nor also brought with him the 
thank you cards the children 
had written.  Holding up each 

card to be admired, he signed 
it before returning it to the 
child who had written it.   

As excited as the children 
were with the personal atten-
tion from the leader of their 
state, they were even more 

delighted when Jag entered the 
room.  When the well-behaved 
canine greeted the students, his 
ecstatic look told them they had 
accomplished their goal.  He 
was happy to be reunited with 
his master. 

Saints be with us! 

W h e n 
w a s 

the last time 
you had 
your ants 
b l e s s e d ?  
No, we don’t 
mean your 
two blessed 
aunts who 
come to 
Thanksgiv-
ing dinner.  
We mean 
your ants.  
If you think it’s time, Fr. Dick Schlosser is your man. 

Holy Spirit’s all-day kindergarten class has been learning about 
a new saint each week.  In honor of the October 4 feast day of St. 
Francis of Assisi, the first week of October was devoted to the 
study of the holy man who is the patron saint of animals. Children 
learned that animals were tame and gentle around him and 
seemed to understand him.  

Fr. Schlosser graciously obliged when teacher Laura Demko 
asked if he would bless the class’s pets.  On a balmy October af-
ternoon, Fr. Dick and Mrs. Demko gathered with an assemblage of 
twenty children, six dogs, two fish and two ants, plus assorted 
parents.  The two fish were right at home with the whole water 
thing.  The dogs didn’t mind a sprinkle or two.  But the two poor 
ants got drenched and scurried off to find a sunny ant hill where 
they could perch and dry off.   

Pictured is Cinnamon with his master, Tyler Carter, receiving a 
blessing from Fr. Schlosser. 



listed below.  Their gifts 
make it possible for us to 
carry out our mission to 
teach children. 

Monique Aagner, Scott Aberg, 
Angela Afflack, Joe Alaniz, Wendy 
Allison, Kyla and Stuart Anderson, 
April Anderson, Helmer and Carol 
Anderson, Marlen Anderson, 
Stephanie Anderson, Rob Arm-
strong, Elaine Axtman, Ray and 
Adeline Axtman, Patty Bach, Russ 
Bahr, Steve and Desoli Barg, 
Norm Bassett, Ed Beck, Mike and 
Jeri Beck, Larry and Amber Beck-
ner, Sanna Beerman, Ralph and Peggy 
Beltrone Jr., Tammy Bennett, Steve and 
Linda Bennetts, Carol Benoit,  Big Sky 
Hydraulics, Deb Binkley, Wade and Holly 
Bitz, Mikall Blatter, David and Marty Boes, 
Steve Bolstad, Greg Bonnilla, Russell and 
Marcia Bowman, Ryan and Brandy Bow-
man, Gary and Helen Boysun, John and 
Florence Boysun, Melissa Boysun, Mike 
Boysun, Randi and Sue Boysun, Kurt 
Bozley, Anna Bradley, Lorrie Brandt, Ernie 
Brandt, Ann Brehm, Robert Brehm, Billy 
Brennan, Pat and Roxanne Brennan, Aaron 
and Heather Bricker, Joe Briggs, Doris 
Brisbane, Mark and Juli Brisbane, William 
and Carol Bronson, Wade Brown, Debra 
Buck, June Buhler, Stacey and Ginger 
Burcham, Don Burke, Shannon and Theresa 
Busch, Larry Butler, Thomas and Sherry 
Hong Carey, Sandy Carter,  Cascade Elec-
tric, Bob Charlson, Lynn and Carolee Chris-

tensen, Brad Clark, Linda Coder,  Conley, 
Lovey Conover, Don and Lois Cooper, Katie 

Corrow, Ron and Remi Corveau, Alisa 
Cottrill, Anna Cottrill, Kevin and Michele 
Cottrill, Ken Cracraft, Anna Creed, April 
Cripps, Don Daiglenbaugh, Connie Davis, 
Jeff Davis, Gloria Davis, Penny Davis, 
Allison DeMott, Andrea Denton, Kori 
Depner, Lynn Deroche, Christine Dickey, 
Theresa Diekhans, John and Shawn 
Dixon, Heather Domme, Tom and Jeri 
Domme, Dana Dooley, Caroline Doubek, 
George and Vivian Drake, Jennifer Drake, 
Theresa Drake, Tim and Kathie Drake, 
Dennis Dronen, Francois Dupuis, Shirley 
Edwin, Ron and Annemarie Egan, Shane 
Emineth, Gary and Karen Engman, Paul 
Erb, Carol Erickson, Dean and Linda 
Erickson, Robert and Darlene Erickson.  

Shelly Fagenstrom, Michelle Fallon, Ed 
and Paula Farley, Helen Farley, Jeff Far-
rington, Pauline Fehres, Wayne and 
Stephanie Fehres, Gwen Felten, Barbara 
Ferguson, Doug and Judy Ferguson, Jeff 
and Debbi Ferguson, Marta Ferguson,  
Ferguson Realty, Mike and Staci Ferradas, 
Debbie Filipowicz, Mary Finlayson, Dallas 
Fischer, Richard and Karen Fischer, Ole 
and Wendy Fiske, Pam Forster, Paul and 
Pat Frank, Jamie Freeman, David and 
Carolyn Fulton, Ernie and Rosella 
Gallegos, Jack and MaryAnn Gamble, Niki 
Garrity, Jerry Gates, JoAnn Gee, Sydne 
and Mike George, Cristy Ghekiere, Chris 
and Katy Giles, Katherine Gillespie, Timo-
thy and Jan Gilligan, Larry and Judy 
Ginnaty, Lisa Golf, Mary and Butch Good-
rich, Shirley Goulet, Edward and Monika 
Graff, Tom and Cheryl Grau, Sharon Gray, 
Robin Green, Al Grena, Greg Grena, 
Casey and Jim Grimsley, Mike and Siama 
Grison, Melane Guidotti, Judy Guisti, 

(Continued on page 4) 

F ootloose,” “On the Road 
Again,” “I’m Walkin’.”  These 

are some of the songs that swam 
through our heads on a mid-
September Friday during Spirit 
Walk 2006.  Cold rain made for a 
soggy hike; but any day is a 
great day for walking, especially 
when you’re walking to earn 
pledges to benefit your school.   

This year’s event was special 
for the fact that we walked in 
memory of Phil Procopio, father 
of Holy Spirit students Karissa 
and Kassandra. Phil died in a 
traffic accident only a few days 
before the walk.  (See Remem-
bering Phil, page 2.)  

Dressed in all manner of rain 
gear, including makeshift pon-
chos made of plastic trash bags, 
older children took the hands of 
their younger schoolmates to 
walk.  Some younger ones even 
had a brief rest riding piggy-
back!  And the very youngest 
were pushed in strollers.  That 
evening, families gathered in the 

The spirit is a-movin’: Spirit Walk 2006 

The annual interest from this 
fund provides a permanent gift 
to the school for the specific 
purpose of providing scholar-
ships.   

As they danced, John and 
Margaret Wynn touched 
other dancers’ hands, their 
shoulders, their waists as 
the music and the calls 
guided them through the 
intricate square dance 
steps.  They continue to 
touch others through their 
generous gifts.  Holy Spirit 
children who benefit from 
the Wynn scholarship will 

feel their benefactors’ joy.  And 
they can join the Wynns’ dance 
of life. 

school gym for a potluck where 
they were able to meet new 
families and renew old acquaint-
ances they may not have seen 
during the summer.  The Spirit 
is truly among us on a day such 
as this! 

Many thanks to the following 
merchants for contributing all or 
part of our prizes:  Good Vibra-
tions, Holiday Village Mall 
(Macerich Corp.), Scheels All 
Sports and Target.  See the ac-
companying article on page 4 
for student prize winners. 

Thanks so much to the fol-
lowing people who helped with 
Spirit Walk, walking with classes 
to the park and back, monitoring 
the park, and writing thank you 
notes:  Amanda McMillen, Kori 
and Kurt Depner, Lee and 
Theresa Busch, Rosemary Sem-
mens, Tim and Jan Gilligan, 
Marty Boes, Deborah Norman, 
Monica Lewis, Amber Beckner, 
Joyce Konesky, Paige Nicholson, 
Erin and Jeff Hoock, 
Sydne George, Roxanne 
Brennan, Jenny Kunka, 
Beth Munstertieger, 
Brandy Bowman, Sandi 
Wilson, Ed and Julie 
Mendenhall, Pat Scotson, 
Peter Southon, Kelsie, 
Kayla and Kylie Schuster, 
Dave Evert, Sitzmann 
family, Linda Erickson, 
Carolee Christensen, and 
Spirit Walk 2006 chair-
man Ken Lewis. 

A special thanks to 
our generous donors who are 

helping the neighbors’ kids.  
She was so kind, so good to 
everyone.”  A member of 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic Church, Juanita 
was active in Catholic 
Daughters of America.   

As her life of giving 
neared its end, Ted was no 
longer with her.  For 53 
years, he was the one she 
could talk to for advice.  
Now she turned to friends 
as a sounding board, to 
think out loud about how 
she could continue to give 
when she had gone to be 

(Continued from page 1) 
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with Ted again.  

In Juanita’s will, among other 
bequests, she left $100,000.00 
each to Holy Spirit Catholic 
School, Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic School and the Ursuline 
Center which, in its early life, 
provided Catholic education to 
thousands of students.  

Now Juanita is with Ted.  If 
we stand very quietly, we might 
hear Ted erupt in a cheer for his 
beloved GFHS basketball team.  
Perhaps Juanita will shush him, 
then guide his gaze to look with 
her upon the many children who 
reap the rewards of their 
treasures’ mighty works.   

at then Columbus Hospital.  
She worked for many years in 
the Great Falls offices of Drs. 
Keenan and Allred.  Margaret 
Wynn’s will pro-
vided gifts for 
health care organi-
zations, Great 
Falls Central High 
School and Holy 
Spirit Church and 
S c h o o l .  
$100,000.00 was 
designated to Holy 
Spirit Church for 
capital building improvements.  
$350,000.00 was placed in an 
endowment trust with the Dio-
cese of Great Falls-Billings.  

(Continued from page 1) 



Left: Grade level lap winners.  There 
were several ties.  Back row: Rachel 
Strauss, 6-8; John Leonard, 4-5;  

Matthew Wyman, 4-5;  Maxx Sitz-
mann, 1-3.  Front row:  Jerry 

Schmit, 1-3; Jacob Strauss, 6-8; 
Sarah Norman, 4-5; 

Hannah Vincent, 1-3. 
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Spirit Walk Spirit Walk winners   
Left:  Most money raised over 
$300.00, grades 6-8:  Kali Schuster. 

 

Above: Most money raised, grades 
4-5 (Mountain bike plus $50 VISA): 

girl, McKenna Quinn. 

Above: Most sponsors, all grades 
($100 VISA card): 

Aiden Shepherd, kindergarten. 

Above: Most money raised, grades 
1-3 (AM/FM radio plus $25 VISA): 

girl, Josey Quinn. 

Above: Most money raised, grades 1-3 (AM/FM radio plus 
$25 VISA): boy, Kevin Boes. 

Above: Most money raised, grades 4-5 

(Mountain bike plus $50 VISA): 

boy, Micah Sitzmann. 

Paula Guisti, Bobbie Jo Gunderson.  

Katie Hagen, Jim and Trish Hagenson, 
Randy Hand, Mary Handel, Sam Harris, Jeff 
and Susanne Haskell, Lisa Hawksley, Clint 
and Heidi Haymaker, Shawn and Jennifer 
Hazelton, Don Henen, Serena Hennessey, 
Angela Heppner, Angela Heppner, Paul and 
Anita Heppner, Kenton and Julie Hickethier, 
Jo Hickey, Annette Hobbs, John Hollenback, 
Keith and Amy Hollenback, Sarah Hollis, 
Krystal Hotaling, Terry Howell, Bruce and 
Celeste Hoyer, Carolyn Huber, Chris and 
Kelly Hueth, Colleen Hueth, Paul and Diane 
Hunke, Cheri Hurd, Sandy Hursh, Jill Isak-
son, Donna Isbell, Christine Jackson, Kath-
leen Jensen, Aaron Johnson, Marcus and 
Mary Ellen Johnson, Shawnie Johnson, Gary 
Johnston, Donald Joyner, Jim Juergens, 
Muriel Juergens, Pat Kapstafer, Rose Kazen, 
Ronald Keeley, Leigh Ann and Rich Keplin-
ger, Jason Kercher, Brayden Kessler, Jeffrey 
and Joan Kessler, Mike and Debbie 
Kirkpatrick, Dale and Vonnie Klungland, 
Julian and Yvonne Kobasziar, Rusty and 
Judy Kojetin, George Konesky, George and 
Diane Konesky, Joseph and Joyce Konesky, 
Jay and Alison Kromarek, Dennis and Shel-
ley Kuiper, Rich and Rita Kuka, Kathie Kum-
mer, Betty Kunkel, Lisa Kunz. 

Eldon and Erica Latray, Patty LaTray, Joe 
and Toni Lawson, Rick Lawson, Melissa 
Lechner, Keri Leggett, Diana and Martin 
Leonard, Eleanor Leonard, John Leonard, 
Randall and Debbie Lester, Roy and Char-
lene Lester, George Levandoski, Ken Lewis, 
Ken and Mary Ann Lewis, Larry Lewis, Mike 
Lewis, Monica Lewis, Brant Light, Ray Lill-
son, Bryan Lockerby, Cynthia Lockett, Angie 
Lohse, Willow Loney, Nancy Long, Anthony 
and Colette Longin, Nicholas Longin, Jim and 
Kathy Macek, William and Joan Nell Macfad-
den, Mark and Carie Magers, Hugh and Mary 
Maguire, Kathy Mann, Deb Mart, Heather 
Martin, Bonnie Mather, Carol Mathew, Jill 
Mathew, Mike Mathew, Dennis and Mimi 
Mathson, Harry Ray and Debra Mathson, 
Mark and Jenny 
Mathson, Thomas 
and Jo Ann Matsko, 
Thomas and Jo 
Ann Matsko, Linsy 
McCabe, Susan 
McCabe, Darlene 
McCarter, Darryl 
McCarter, Joseph 
McCarter, Donna 
McCord, Bruce 
McDermot, Charles 
and Caryol McDon-
ald, Melissa and 
Michael McDonald, 
Shantell McGraw, 
Judie McIntosh, 
Mike and Lacey 
McIntosh, Bob and 
Janet McLeod, Faye 
McWilliams, Sharon Meech, Desma Meissner, 
Jerry Meredith, Mark Miles, David and Joan 
Milkovich, Brian and Gayle Miller, Gerald and 
Carolyn Miller, Jered and Heather Tracy 
Milligan, Kayce Milligan, Kristie Milligan, Cliff 
and Laura Mindt, Ryan and Lorri Mindt, Tom 
Mital, Montana FCU, Jill Mooney, James 
Moore, Jeanne Moore, Jennifer Moore, Dean 
Mora, Jeff Mora, Dennis and Yvonne Moreau, 
Tony Morrison, Nancy Morton, Chris and 
Beth Munsterteiger. 

Bob and Beth Naert, Donna Nappo, Myrl and 
Bonnie Nardinger, Oscar Nelson, Jack and 
Wendy Newman, Maureen Newman, Corky 
Newton, Fred Nicholls, Donna Nicholson, 
Douglas and Paige Nicholson, Ken and Ann 
Nicholson, Stu and Janie Nicholson, Tom and 
Barb Nicholson, Kevin Nickol, Michael and 
Monique Nickol, Ross and Deborah Norman, 
Jennifer O'Connell, Jackie O'Fallon, Ryan 
Olsen, Nels and Vi Olson, Casey and Rachel 
O'Neill, Mike and Laura O'Neill, Tiffany 
O'Neill, Craig Painter, Kim Parcello, John 
Parker, Mollie Secord Patterson Enterprises, 
Karolee Pearson, Dewayne Pechia, Rose-
marie Pedersen, Shirley Penwell, Lexi Per-

(Continued from page 3) 

essini, Lisa Perkins, Maurice and Claire 
Phillips, Jim and Betsy Phillips, Joan 
Pierce, Geoff and Gina Boysun Pinnock, 
Adalee Plummer, Jeanne Plummer, Natalie 
Plummer, Stephanie and Josh Pokorney, 
Kathy Polk, Dannie Polk, William and 
Jonna Preston, Betty Prosser, Judy Pylar. 

John and Susan Quinn, Josh Racki, Karen 
Raemaker, Donna Rafferty, Isabel 
Rafferty, Linda Rasmussen, Nancy Rechlin, 
Joe Reeder, Ruthie Reeves, Kim Reilly, 
Denise Reissing, Oren Reppe, Treg and 
Susanne Reutiman, Sandy Richards, Ber-
nice Rismon, Stacy Rismon, Roger and M. 
Joann Robbins, Cindee Robinson, Chuck 
Rogers, David and Stephanie Rohrer, Jerri 
Rollins, Jamie Ross, Margi Ross, Donna 
Rowley, John and Colleen Ryan, Phyllis 
Salesky, Jeanne and Chuck Schabel, Mark 
and Karen Schaefer, James P. Schmechel, 
Emma Schoessler, Greg and Karlene 
Schraner, Kasey Schuster, Paul Schuster, 
Kayla Schuster, Pete and Joy Schuster, 
Kelsie Schuster, David and Patricia 
Scotson, David and Patricia Scotson, John 
and Colleen Scott, Ken and Karlin Seaman, 
John Semmens, Mark and Rosemary 
Semmens, Heather Shaw, Heather Shaw, 
Aaron Shepherd, Brian and Mandy Shep-
herd, William and Joann Shepherd, Brad 
Sherman, Doreen Sigley, Terrie Simonich, 
Tom and Clara Siroky, Marty and Marge 
Sitzmann, Deb Sivumaki, John Skees, 
Debbie Smith, Hugh and Vonnie Smith, 
Robert and Karen Smith, Virginia Soria, 
Peter and Pam Southon, Dustin and Jenni-
fer Sowers, Debbie Stevenson, Sheila 
Stockdale, Jayne Stokes, Brent and Becky 
Stoos, James and Dee Strauss, Richard 
and Mary Strom, Suzanne and Sean Stur-
ges, Joe and Parker Sullivan, Sherri 
Sweeney, A.G. and Arlene Swenson, 
Marcia Swenson. 

Ashley Talbot, Frances Talbot, Jesse Tal-
bot, Teresa Talbot, Rick Tanner, Tom 
Thode, Debra Thompson, Debra Thomp-
son, Joel Thompson, Ron and Mary Tihista, 
Brook and Kate Tomlinson, Patty and 
Lennie Toven, Patricia Towne, Glenn and 
Peggy Tremper, Carrie Triplett, Dorothy 
Tucker, Jennifer Tucker, Kate Tucker, 

Gene and Kelly Tynes, 
Laurie Ueland, Lon and 
Dixie Underhill, Darrel 
VanKoten, Rick and 
Kelly Vega, Rody 
Vetter, Eric and Renee 
Vincent, Mike Vincent, 
Dean Vine, Brett and 
Cindy Vosberg, Kar-
leen Voytoski, Joey 
Wagner, Rose Walden-
berg, Eugene and 
Margaret Walsh, Kay 
Walters, Mike Walters, 
Miriam Walters, Ed 
Warren, Dan and Terri 
Wassmann, Sue We-
ber, Amy Weckworth, 
Rose Weidman, Mi-
chelle Welch, Warren 
and Sue Wenz, Edward 

and Pat West, Katherine West, Kevin 
Westie, Heidi Wigdorski, Dan and Diane 
Wilkins, Dave Wilkins, Hugh Wilkins, Tim 
and Kim Wilkins, Roger Williams, B. D. 
Wilson, Douglas and Shirley Wilson, Jacob 
Wingerter, Sandy Wittke, Jim and Judy 
Woehler, Harley and Barb Wuest, James 
and Fran Wylder, Erich and Diane Wyman, 
Ken and Deb Younggren, JoAnn Yuhas, 
Mike and Janna Yuhas, Bob Zimmerman, 
Jamie and Scott Zimmerman, 

 We are so grateful for eve-
ryone’s help and gifts.  If we 
have inadvertently omitted your 
name, please accept our sincere 
apologies and gratitude. 

Thanks to all of you, this  
year we exceeded our goal of 
$14,000.   

And we’ll walk again next 
year! 

With children are Principal 

Roger Robbins and Spirit 

Walk Chairman Ken Lewis 



Alumnus Ted Geog-
hegan was one of the 
presenters at the recent 
Festival of the Book.  His 
topic was “Bloodcurdling 
Fun:  Writing for Horror.”  
According to the Tribune, 
Ted (T.J., as we knew 
him) “wrote his first mo-
tion picture, ‘Demonium,’ 
in 2000.  He worked on 
several European horror 
films and made his direc-
torial debut in 2004 with 
the horror/musical/
comedy ‘Ghouls Gone 
Wild!’”  T.J., we always 
did love your weird sense 
of humor.   

 

Tom Figarelle, 1998 
Holy Spirit graduate, is 
the new development 
director 
for 
MSU-
Great 
Falls 
College 
of 
Tech-
nology.  
He is 
responsible for student 
scholarships and helps 
with the college’s building 
expansion project.  After 
graduating from C. M. 
Russell High School, he 
earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in political science 
from the University of 
Montana.  Tom is also a 
second lieutenant in the 
1-189th Aviation Battal-
ion in the Montana Army 
National Guard. 

United Way gifts 

may be designated 

to Holy Spirit 
Catholic School. 

Kindergarten teacher Laura 
Demko comes to Holy Spirit 

with experi-
ence at a 
Catholic school 
in Atlanta, GA.  
Laura’s experi-
ence attending 
St. Mary’s Col-
lege taught 
her to value 
Catholic edu-

cation.  When her husband came 
to Malmstrom AFB, Laura says, 
“I started looking at Catholic 
Schools.  I visited Holy Spirit 
and felt a connection; I felt so at 
home.  I feel it was the Holy 
Spirit who led me here!” 

After an eight-year hiatus 
from teaching to raise her chil-
dren, Linda Erickson has re-

turned to Holy 
Spirit as the 
teacher of our 
T iny  To ts .  
Linda taught 
2nd grade for 
seven years at 
Holy Spirit be-
fore her oldest 
child was born.   

She says:  “I feel like the Holy 
Spirit has led me back to this 
school family.  I love it!” 

Keila Marmesh, new middle 
school math 
and science 
teacher, at-
tended Carroll 
College in He-
lena.  Reflect-
ing on her 
s p i r i t u a l 
growth there, 
she was deter-
mined to teach 

in a Catholic setting if possible.  
She says, “After a lot of prayer 
and thought, I knew that Holy 
Spirit  was the right fit for me.  
The staff, the standards, the 
warmth, and God all drew me to 
this place.” 

Stephanie Pokorney is our 
new assistant 
cook and dish-
washer.  Mother 
of two children 
enrolled in Holy 
Spirit, Stepha-
nie has been 
involved in the 
Spirit of the 
West Roundup 
a u c -

T hree hun-
dred pairs 

o f  a r m s 
stretched forth, 
palms out, and 
three hundred 
voices rose in 
singing a bless-

ing upon the school’s entire faculty and staff at Holy Spirit’s first 
liturgy of the school year.  

Our pastor, Fr. Dick Schlosser, also challenged each class to 
think about and write specific ways in which they could show re-
spect and love for each other as children of God and brothers and 
sisters of Jesus. 

For new staff, what a powerful and uplifting introduction to life 
in a Catholic school!   

Pictured are second graders giving their teacher, Vonnie Smith, 
an extra blessing when they returned to the classroom from mass.  
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School where I have the opportu-
nity to teach faith and Christian 
values.  I am also enjoying the 
chance to teach young children.”   

Eric Vincent, middle school 
teacher, has previous experience 

at a middle 
school and high 
school in Illi-
nois.  A stay-at-
home dad for a 
n u m b e r  o f 
years, all four 
of his family’s 
children are 
now enrolled at 
Holy Spirit from 

fourth grade to tiny tots.  What 
better time to get back into 
teaching.  And, he says, what 
better place to do this than at 
Holy Spirit! 

tions.  Stephanie thoroughly 
enjoys the school, citing the 
family atmosphere the over-
whelming reason for becoming 
a member of Holy Spirit. 

Second grade teacher Von-
nie Smith is a Billings native.  
She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Great Falls and 

worked for 
Great Falls 
P u b l i c 
Schools for 
thirty years 
as a teacher 
assistant, job 
coach, math 
tutor and 
t e a c h e r , 

most recently in middle school.  
Vonnie says:  “I am pleased to 
be teaching at Holy Spirit 
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 A while back there was a horror 
movie out titled something like 
“What Lies Beneath.”  (I was too 
scared to look and see for sure!)  
But at Holy Spirit School what lies 
beneath is far from scary.  Rather, 
it’s sacred; holy in fact.  One of 
the strongest traditions our stu-
dents at Holy Spirit School have is 
building on the foundation of holi-
ness that lies beneath all we do. 

For instance, each year 8th 
graders who are actively involved 
in our parish church step forward 
and request to be Eucharistic Min-
isters of communion at our school Masses.  Most of these 
young people continue this ministry as high school stu-
dents at weekend services in the parish.  They even vol-
unteer when they are home from college later on!  Some-
thing holy is growing within these kids: an appreciation of 
the presence of our Lord in the Eucharist and a sense of 
service to their parish family. 

As I visit many of those in the parish who can’t get out 

or are dealing with a serious illness or even a family death, 
I will find their homes decorated on the inside with prayer 
chains, yards and yards of little angels joined at the wings, 
each with a prayer offering from one of our students.  
Again, not only are these people touched by the children’s 
compassion, but the kids themselves have been touched by 
the possibilities of prayer and the needs of others. 

Speaking of prayer, I’m pleased to add that each of our 
students has a prayer partner in another grade.  As part-
ners they pray for each other throughout the year and de-
velop a deeper understanding of how we are connected 
within the Body of Christ. 

I often wish that when I was attending parochial school I 
would have had these opportunities to share my faith with 
others.  I’m sure I would have turned out better than I did, 
or at least better than my siblings think I did.  If you ever 
have any prayer needs, just ask the folks at the school, and 
the kids will have you on their list.  Something sacred does 
lie beneath. 

Would you like us to change the way 
your Spirit is mailed to you, i.e., ad-
dress change, more than one copy 
being sent, etc?  E-mail our editor at 
pamhscs@hotmail.com or drop us a 
line at the above address and let us 
know your wishes. 

Angel wings  
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